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ﬁ Paragraph # _

PROGRAMMES /ACTIVITIES

[ ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN B

A. Sector: TRADE AND INVESTMENT

1.

In the béginning of the meeting, the ECO Secretariat informed the Council that
since the ECO Vision 2025 has been adopted, it would now serve as the road-
map for all activities of the Trade & Investment Directorate. In view of this, this
year’s RPC report will be based on the ECO Vision 2025 and activities and work
plan for 2018 will be discussed according to the trade-related part of the ECO
Vision 2025. These include

a) Preferential and Free Trade

b) Finance, Taxation and Investment

¢) Trade Promotion, Capacity Building and ECO Chamber of Commerce &

Industry (ECO-CCI).

d) Membership of WIO

e) Customs Cooperation and Trade Facilitation

f) ECO Trade & Development Bank and Trade Finance

g) ECO Reinsurance Company

h) Visa Procedures

The ECO Secretariat informed that after the 4th Ministerial Meeting of
Commerce and Foreign Trade in Kabul in 2011, no meeting has been held due to
lack of quorum. The meeting was scheduled twice during 2016 by Islamic
Republic of Iran but was postponed due to lack of quorum. The Islamic Republic
of Pakistan offered to host the meeting in August 2017, but on request of the
Republic of Turkey, the date was moved forward. Now the meeting would be
held on 23-24th January 2018 in Islamabad.

The Council appreciated the Islamic Republic of Pakistan for announcing the
schedule of the 5th Ministerial Meeting of Commerce and Foreign Trade in
January, 2018 in Islamabad. The Council also requested the Member States to
confirm their participation in the meeting and convey the composition of
delegations to the ECO Secretariat at the earliest convenience. The Republic of
Turkey informed the Council that H.E. Mr. Nihat ZEYBEKCI, the Minister of
Economy would represent his country on 24t January 2018 in the Ministerial. The
Islamic Republic of Pakistan informed the Council that if completion of quorum
is not communicated to it by 31st December 2017, it would not be possible for the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan to hold the meeting,

The Secretariat informed the Council that ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA),
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ﬂ Paragraph # |

PROGRAMMES /ACTIVITIES

[ ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN _ |

agreed to host the 15t Meeting on the Joint Working Group for Preparation of
the draft ECO Trade Facilitation Agreement (ETFA) in October 2017. Five
confirmations were received so the meeting had to be postponed because of lack
of quorum. The sixth confirmation from a Member State was received after the
date of the meeting had passed. The ECO Secretariat further informed that the
Republic of Turkey has provided a very comprehensive paper on Trade
Facilitation.

The Council agreed with the proposal of the ECO Secretariat to circulate the
Working Paper submitted by Republic of Turkey on Trade Facilitation amongst
the Member States to obtain the respective views of their Trade, Transit and
Customs authorities before the Ministerial Meeting in January 2018.

The ECO Secretariat informed that no meeting of Ministerial Meeting on
Finance and Economy has been held after the 4t ECO Ministerial Meeting on
Finance and Economy held in 2014 in the Republic of Kazakhstan. The Council
called upon the Member States to volunteer to host the 5t ECO Ministerial
Meeting on Finance and Economy in 2018.

10.

The ECO Secretariat informed that after the 15t Meeting of ECO Heads of Central
Banks in Pakistan in 2007, the 2nd Meeting of ECO Heads of Central Banks has
not been held due to lack of quorum. It was informed that the Islamic Republic of
Iran agreed to host the meeting in 2016 but quorum was not achieved. The
Islamic Republic of Iran informed the Council that it would like to host the
meeting in 2018, subject to the condition that Governors or Heads of all ECO
Central Banks could attend the Meeting.

11.

The Council was informed that the 2ndMeeting of Heads of ECO Tax
Administration was held in the Republic of Turkey in 2016. The Council was
informed that so far the following three draft Documents have been drafted in
the first meeting held in the Islamic Republic of Iran in 2014 in this regard:
a) The Charter for Establishment of ECO Tax Administration Cooperation
Society (ECOTAX);
b) ECO Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation in Taxation and
Related Matters; and,
¢) Agreement on the Exchange of Information in Tax Matters among ECO
Member States.

12.

The Council called upon the Member States to volunteer hosting the 2rd Meeting
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PROGRAMMES /ACTIVITIES

ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN

|

has not conveyed the schedule so far. The Council requested the Republic of
Tajikistan to convey the dates and other details for the Conference at the earliest.
The Republic of Tajikistan informed the Council that it would convey its position
to the ECO Secretariat via diplomatic channels.

18.

The ECO Secretariat informed the Council that as per the decision of the 27t
Meeting of the RPC held in 2016, a proposal for two-year project on ECO
Business Forum worth US$ 50,000/ - was prepared and it was circulated among
the Member States. So far no input and views have been received on the draft
proposal, which were important before this proposal could be submitted to the
Council of Permanent Representatives (CPR) for approval. The Islamic Republic
of Pakistan reiterated to hold the Business Forum and the proposal to allocate
funds for the Forum. This was supported by the Republic of Turkey. The Islamic
Republic of Iran and Islamic Republic of Afghanistan requested the Secretariat to
prepare a list of relevant ECO projects and programmes having financial
implication to the budget of the ECO for consideration and approval by the CPR.
The Council requested the rest of the Member States to expedite the provision of
their views to the ECO Secretariat at the earliest.

19.

The ECO Secretariat informed the Council that after the holding of the 2~ ECO
Trade Fair held in Karachi, Pakistan in July 2008, the 3MECO Trade Fair has not
been held. The Islamic Republic of Iran offered to host the Fair during 2016 but it
could not be held due to lack of response, after which the Islamic Republic of Iran
informed that it would not be hosting this Fair. The ECO-CCI tried to organize
the 3rd ECO Trade Fair in October 2017 in Karachi, but it was postponed because,
except the Islamic Republic of Iran, no Member State showed any interest in the
event.

20.

The Council expressed its concern over the lukewarm interest and requested to
actively participate in ECO Trade Fairs. The Council requested:
o Member States to prefer organizing and participating Specialized Trade
Fairs instead of General trade exhibitions. _
e Member States to hold Business Fora on the sidelines of these Fairs.

21.

The ECO Secretariat informed the Council that the ECO-ASEAN Joint Business
Forum was to be hosted by the ECO-CCL. In this regard, the ASEAN Secretariat
has requested that a Master List of traders doing business with ASEAN may be
provided to it. The ECO-CCI was requested to provide this List and the response
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Republic of Turkey for holding the meetings of the 23rd Executive Committee
meeting of the ECO-CCI along with the Six Specialized Committees Meetings, in
Ankara on 15-17 November, 2017.

27.

The Council requested the Member States to urge their respective National
Chambers to confirm their participation in the meetings of the 24th ECO-CCI's
Executive Committee and the Specialized Committees in March, 2018 in Tehran,
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The Council appreciated that the CPR has approved allocating the required funds
from the General Feasibility and General Purpose Fund (FGPF) for the Second
Phase of the Study on Trading Patterns in the ECO Region which will be
conducted by Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE). The Council
also showed its appreciation that work on the Study has been started.

A,

The Council urged the ECO Secretariat to ensure that the Study is completed
within time stipulated in the contract so the Member States can use the result of
the study as soon as possible.

30.

The Council while recalling that the Islamic Republic of Pakistan during the 26th
RPC meeting offered to hold the Trade Policy Review Session requested
Pakistan to convey to the Secretariat dates and venue for hosting such event in
2018. The Islamic Republic of Pakistan informed the Council that, it will only
hold the TPRS if requested by a non-WTO ECO Member State provided that
financial support is provided by the ECO-TDB. The Council requested the non-
WTO ECO Member States to inform Islamic Republic of Pakistan via ECO
Secretariat in this regard if they are interested.

31.

The Council while appreciating that so far six ECO Member States are the
members of the WTO, underlined that ECO may support the remaining four ECO
Member States to become members of the WTO through capacity building to
align the trade policies and laws for regulatory reforms as per WTO
requirements.

32.

The ECO Secretariat informed the Council that the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
has organized a 3" Seminar on Trading Patterns in the ECO Region and
Accession of ECO Member States to WTO on 02-03 May 2016 and the 4t Seminar
on Trading Patterns in the ECO Region and WTO Issues on 25-26 October 2017 in
Islamabad with the financial support of ECO Trade and Development Bank
(ETDB).
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the draft data fields with the Contracting Parties to the Agreement when these
are ready. It will also be determined through mutual consultation among the
contracting parties as to the possibility on how far in the past the Data Bank
needs to compile data. After these aspects are clarified, the software will be
developed.

39.

The Council requested the remaining signatories to the Agreement to expediting
ratification of the Agreement. The Council also requested the non-signatory
Member States to consider signing and ratifying the Agreement.

40.

The ECO Secretariat informed that the draft text of the Agreement on Mutual
Administrative Assistance in Customs Matters has been finalized in the 8t
Meeting of the CHCA. This adopted final draft text has been circulated among
the Member States for completion of formalities and internal governmental
processes. The Council requested the Member States for early completion of their
formalities and internal governmental processes. After this, this draft Agreement
will be submitted to the decision making organs of the ECO for approval to be
open for signatures.

41.

The Islamic Republic of Pakistan informed the Council that during the 8 CHCA
Meeting the Islamic Republic of Pakistan offered to support the capacity building
activities of the Member States in Customs matters through a set of different
trainings at the Customs Training Academy at Karachi. It was also suggested that
the Member States may share their best practices in different thematic areas and
may communicate the proposed set of trainings with the ECO Secretariat. These
training proposals can then be circulated among the Member States for the
interest and confirmation of their participation.

During the Meeting of 8t CHCA, the Islamic Republic of Iran agreed to host the
1st Meeting of Committee on the Electronic Data Interchange (EDI). It was
decided that the ECO Secretariat would prepare the Terms of Reference (ToRs)
for this Committee and circulate it among the Member States for their views and
nomination of experts. The Islamic Republic of Iran would announce the dates
and venue for the 1st Meeting of the Committee after these ToRs are received
from the Secretariat. The Council appreciated the Islamic Republic of Iran for
volunteering to hold the 15t Meeting of the Committee on EDL

43.

The ECO Secretariat informed that the 1%t Expert Group Meeting (EGM) on E-
Trade Cooperation was hosted by Islamic Republic of Iran in 2012. The Council

10
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1%t week of January 2018 and informed that for the 1 Meeting on Reinsurance
Company it will cover the cost of Economy Class return air-ticket and local
hospitality during the Meeting for one participant from each Party. The Parties to
the Agreement invited the remaining ECO Member States to join the Agreement
on ECO Reinsurance Company.

50.

The ECO Secretariat informed the Council that the Agreement on Simplification
of Visa Procedures for Businessmen and the Additional Protocol to the
Agreement on Simplification of Visa Procedures for Businessmen and Transit
Drivers of ECO Member States has been signed by Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan, Islamic Republic of Iran and Islamic Republic of Pakistan. The
Islamic Republic of Pakistan is the only country that has also ratified the
Agreement and the Protocol. A meeting to discuss these issues was to be held in
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, but during the 27t RPC, it informed that it
could not hold this the meeting. The ECO Secretariat has requested Member
States to volunteer for the meeting but so far no country has agreed to host the
meeting.

51.

The Council requested the Member States, which have not signed or ratified the
Agreement on Simplification of Visa Procedures for Businessmen and the
Additional Protocol on Simplification of Visa Procedures for Businessmen and
Transit Drivers, to sign / ratify these legal texts.

52.

The Council also requested the Member States to volunteer holding the Meeting
on Simplification and Harmonization of Visa Procedure for Businessmen and
Drivers in 2018.

53.

The Council appreciated the Islamic Republic of Iran for offering to host the First
Meeting of the Heads of the Commodity Exchange of ECO Member States on
12t May, 2018 in Tehran.The Council requested the Member States to inform
about their participation in the Meeting by 30t March, 2018 through the ECO
Secretariat.

54.

At the request of ECO Secretariat, the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of
Turkey have already provided list of focal points in all areas. The Council also
called upon the remaining Member States to designate their Focal Points in the
areas of Trade, Investment, Customs, Trade Facilitation, WTO, Tax, Banking,
Capital Markets, E-Trade and Visa, and provide their contact details.

12
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traffic and Financial Guarantee Mechanism needs to be considered by all Member
States including the enroute Islamabad-Tehran-Istanbul (ITT) Road Corridor and
further to the recommendations of the 4t HLWG on ITI Road Corridor
((lslamabad, August 2016), the Council was informed about ECO'’s initiative to
organize a special meeting of the concerned authorities of the member states
enroute ITI Road Corridor on the sidelines of the Road Committee of TTCC,
scheduled for mid November 2016 at the ECO Secretariat. Due to shortage of time
Turkey had regretted for not being able to participate in the meeting.

The representative of Pakistan informed the meeting that Pakistan has acceded to
TIR convention and after accession most of the post accession formalities have
been completed and presently, the only impediment is resolution of the issue of
Financial Guarantee Mechanism and bilateral agreements between the national
insurers of the enroute countries. In order to find out acceptable solution a special
meeting on the issue of insurance is required to be convened.

The Council also supported Pakistan’s idea to convene a special meeting on
insurance issue.

The Council requested the ECO Secretariat to coordinate a meeting on insurance
within the first quarter of 2018.

10.

b) The Railway Committee :

13th Meeting of the Heads of ECO Railway Authorities/ 7t Meeting of the Railway
Committee of the TTCC was hosted by the Republic of Azerbaijan on 17-18 April
2017 in Baku. The Meeting was attended by the senior officials from the railway
authorities of all Member States, except Uzbekistan. The meeting was also
attended by representatives of IDB, ECO-TDB, UNECE, UNESCAP and OTTF to
contribute to the agenda of the Meeting. The delegation of China also participated
in the Meeting. An interactive/ dialogue session between ECO Member States and
Peoples Republic of China was allocated to questions/answers on major railway
activities being implemented and planned by the Government of China including
the railway corridors passing through the ECO region.

11.

The extensive discussions were held during the meeting on the corridor
developing and railway infrastructure projects being coordinated under the
umbrella of ECO. Representatives of UNECE and OTIF made presentations on the
latest activities of their Secretariats in the railway sector, notably, a presentation
was made on the latest status of the “unified railway law” under umbrella of

14
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stakeholders, the case has been submitted to the Federal Cabinet for its final
approval. Once it is approved by the Cabinet the instrument of accession will be
deposited in the UN legal section. The ECO Secretariat will be updated in this
regard within two months.

20.

The representative of Islamic Republic of Iran informed the Council that Iran is the
official member of e-CMR convention. As regards accession to ADR convention it
may take one and a half year for its approval.

21.

The representative of Pakistan informed the Council that Pakistan is in the process
of operationalizing the TIR convention. Workshop on TIR has been conducted in
October with the help of IRU. The representative of Pakistan requested ECO
Secretariat to arrange more workshops on TIR. As regards ADR, Pakistan is
currently engaged in consultation process. It was also informed that Pakistan will
update the ECO Secretariat in two month’s period on its on CMR status of
ratification. )

The representative of Islamic Republic of Afghanistan informed that Ministry of
Foreign Affairs is pursuing the case of accession to CMR and ADR seriously.

The representative of Turkey informed the Council that Turkey has carried out the
e-TIR pilot project with Iran that was successfully concluded in February 2017
which was based on two phases. In total 64 shipments have been carried out. E-
guarantee system was successfully tested. The programme was based on data
exchange from customs to business and business to customs. The Council was also
informed that Turkey is planning to carry out another e-TIR pilot project with
Georgia.

24.

The Council appreciated the initiatives taken by the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan, Islamic Republic of Iran and Islamic Republic of Pakistan for
accession to the important conventions. The Council urged the member states to

‘| nominate delegations for TTCC events, at the earliest.

The Council appreciated the joint implementation of e-TIR pilot project and TIR-
EPD by the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of Turkey and
recommended implementation of similar projects by all ECO Member States.

25.

d) The Customs Transit Committee
Further to the decision of the 5t Customs Transit Committee (Tehran, November
2016) taken on the findings of the “ECO/IDB Feasibility Study on Customs related
Provisions of the TTFA and modernization of border crossing points in the ECO

16
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the completion of internal procedures on functionalization of TIR in order to
decide on the suitable date for the workshop on implementation of TIR system
with the involvement of resource persons from IRU and TOBB as soon as required
formalities are in place.

33.

The Council requested the member states to introduce their delegations to the
ECO Secretariat for TTCC meetings. The Council also requested the authorities of
Islamic Republic of Pakistan to intimate to the Secretariat about completion of
internal procedures, at the earliest to proceed to the next phase of TIR ie. its
implementation.

f) ECO/IDB Joint Project for Preparation of a Regional Program
Implementation of the TTFA

The customs issue as the enabler and facilitator of transit transportation and inter-
regional trade is in the focus of TC Directorate and a number of projects have been
initiated and successfully implemented since 2010 in this regard. Among major of
them are “ECO Truck Caravan 2010” and “ECO Regular Monitoring of Trucks
(ECORMT)” which enabled to collect a comprehensive data on major physical and
non-physical barriers and analyze the real situation for movement of trucks
through the region and beyond where non-physical issues have been identified
among major impediments in the way of trucks performing international carriage
of goods.

35.

After successful completion of the 1t phase “ECO/IDB Joint Project on
implementation of TTFA” which enabled to identify priority roads and rail routes
connecting the member states and also address the provisions related to “motor
vehicle third party liability insurance scheme” of TTFA, IDB was approached for
possibility of addressing customs provisions of TTFA and modernization of border
crossing points.

36.

27t Council was reported about the actions taken by the ECO Secretariat in
collaboration with the Member States to implement “ECO/IDB Joint Project on
customs related provisions of TTFA and modernization of the border crossing
points” in collaboration with the national consultants from the customs
administrations of the Member States. The major findings of the Feasibility Study
and recommendations have been presented to the 5t meeting of the Customs
Transit Committee of TTCC, held on 15t November, 2016 at the ECO Secretariat
and accordingly endorsed by the Member States.
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42,

The representative of Islamic Republic of Iran informed the Council that in the 9th
HLWG meeting on ITI Container Train, it was decided that Turkish railway will
announce new tariffs in two weeks and accordingly Iran and Pakistan railways
will announce new tariffs. However, revised tariffs have not been received from
Turkish side.

43.

The representative of Turkey informed the Council that after completion of
Marmaray project at the end of 2018, revised tariffs and time table will be worked
out. He requested the ECO Secretariat to conduct commercial study of ITI railway
corridor.

The Council appreciated the briefing of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and
Republic of Turkey regarding infrastructure development. The Council requested
again the ECO Secretariat to conduct a commercial study of the corridor on
priority so as to optimize operationalization of this important corridor.

45.

The representative of Pakistan informed the meeting that in line with the
recommendation of 9" HLWG meeting of ITI container train Afghanistan may be
included in ITI corridor. The Secretariat informed that Afghanistan officially
informed the Secretariat that ITI project is not currently their priority and
accordingly declined the invitation.

46.

a) ECO Container Train on Istanbul-Almaty and Bandar Abbas-Almaty Routes
The Secretariat informed the Council that since last meeting of the Istanbul-
Almaty and Bandar Abbas-Almaty routes, lack of cargo and inefficient
management mechanism remains the biggest bottlenecks in functionalization of
this route. The 13t» Heads of Railway requested the Secretariat to conduct
commercialization study to gauge the commercial viability of the routes. In the
next meeting of the corridors, a preliminary plan will be submitted for
consideration of the meetings in this regard.

47.

The representative of Islamic Republic of Iran welcomed the commercialization
study on Istanbul-Almaty and Bandar Abbas-Almaty routes and expressed
willingness to work with all enroute Member States on new tariffs.

The Council recommended that working group on the routes should meet on
regular basis to resolve all outstanding issues. The Council also recommended that
Iranian side may consult with higher authorities for the working group meeting
and inform the Secretariat about the outcome in less than one month.

49.

The Iranian representative requested the ECO Secretariat to host 2rd HLWG
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enroute countries agreed on the concrete ways of commercializing the railway in
collaboration with ECO, IDB and UNESCAP.

56.

The representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran informed the Council that lack of
sufficient cargo is the main hindrance in proper functioning of this corridor. He
further informed the Council that on Iran’s border with Turkmenistan a lot of
development work is being done. Construction of wide gauge railway has already
been completed in Incheborun station of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Loading/offloading facilities and terminals are being provided there. Iran has
already offered considerable discount in tariffs for this route.

5

The Council while appreciating the development work done by Iran, requested
Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan to introduce their focal points for the study. Iran
informed that has conveyed its nomination and the Secretariat will receive it
imminently.

58.

The Railway Project on Qazvin-Rasht-Astara (Iran)-Astara (Azerbaijan) Route
The representative of Islamic Republic of Iran informed the Council that 95%
infrastructure work on Qazvin Rasht has been completed and it is expected to be
inaugurated in March 2018. As regards Rasht-Astara segment, it was informed
that 164 kilometers of missing link will be co-financed by the Republic of
Azerbaijan. It was further informed that the agreement between Azerbaijan and
Iran has already been signed for leasing the land of 35 hectares on the territory of
Astara in Iran. The meeting requested the ECO Secretariat to consider undertaking
a study on commercialization of “Qazvin-Rasht-Astara (Iran)-Astara (Azerbaijan)”
railway similar to ECO’s initiative on commercialization of the railway between
Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and Iran (KTI). The meeting decided that the 5t
meeting of HLWG would be hosted by Islamic Republic of Iran with a site visit in
the first half of 2018.

It was also informed that until the completion of missing link the transportation
will be done through alternate means.

59.

The representatives of Iran and Azerbaijan provide updates on the co-financing of
Rasht-Astara segment informing that it is almost finalized.

60.

The Council appreciated the updates provided by Iran and Azerbaijan and
recommended the ECO Secretariat to conduct a study on commercialization on the
“Qazvin-Rasht-Astara (Iran)-Astara (Azerbaijan)” railway.
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Iran leading to Turkey (Kabul-Tehran-Istanbul).

68.

IV) ECO Unified Visa Sticker for Drivers

ECO Secretariat briefed the Council that “First ECO Senior Consular Officials
Meeting on Facilitation of Visa for Drivers” was held on 4t October 2016 at the
ECO Secretariat where the Member States were presented the principles of
proposed workable scheme. Based on the deliberations and comments of the
delegates the ECO Secretariat prepared the modified version of the “ECO Visa
Exemption Sticker Scheme” and an explanatory note reflecting responses provided
by the Secretariat to all the queries raised in the course of the meeting and
requested the Member States to provide comments and views. However, the
Secretariat received response from only Afghanistan and Tajikistan. It was
conveyed that Tajikistan is not ready to join proposed ECO visa sticker scheme. As
regards Afghanistan it was indicated that “the Government and the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs do not agree with the “modified version of the ECO Visa
Exemption Sticker Scheme”.

69.

The representative of Islamic Republic of Pakistan appreciated the proposal and
stated that visa facilitation is of vital importance for seamless transportation. He
further requested the Council to indicate new deadline for seeking views from
Member States on the scheme.

70.

The Council proposed that the member states may provide clear position/views to
the ECO Secretariat by the end of February 2018.

V) ECOLPAF
The Secretariat informed the Council that as per decision of the 27t RPC the ECO
Secretariat requested the Turkish authorities to convey the contact details of the
focal point in Turkey for accelerating registration process of ECO member States.
Turkey graciously conveyed the contact details of the concerned official in
UTIKAD which was accordingly shared with the Member States. However, only
Pakistan has provided the complete documents.

72,

The Council was informed by the representative of Turkey that email address of
the concerned official of UTIKAD was provided to the ECO Secretariat for easing
the acceleration of registration of ECO Member States.

The Council while appreciating the provision of requisite document by the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan requested Republic of Turkey to convey the request of ECO
Secretariat for more regular follow-ups by the liaison mechanism established by
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ECO Ministers of ICT held in Baku from 4-5 December, 2017 including the 2025
ECO Regional Strategy of Information Society Development and its attached
Action Plan, a roadmap for the future cooperation in the field of ICT among ECO
member states for application and infrastructure development. The meeting came
up with a recommendation to establish a Working Group with the representation
of relevant ICT experts from ECO member states to discuss the modalities of
implementation and update the information provided and revise it where
appropriate. The Secretariat clarified that the approved outcomes shall serve as an
evolving references to be responsive to emerging changes and needs of all member
States.

83. | The representative of Islamic Republic of Iran congratulated the ECO Secretariat on
successfully organizing the 2nd Meeting of ECO ICT Ministers.

84. |The Council recommended the issue of establishment of Working Group to
Council of Permanent Representatives (CPR) as per mandate provided by the 2nd
Meeting of Ministers of ICT of ECO member states and asked the Secretariat to
inform the Member States following the establishment of the Working Group so
that they would introduce their nominations immediately.

85. | Review of the Relations with Regional/International Organizations (Progress
since 27th RPC)

ECO Secretariat provided an overview to the Council regarding ECO’s cooperation
with Regional/International Organization i.e. IDB, IRU, UNECE, UNESCAP, OTIF,
UIC and ITU, providing financial and technical assistance to the ECO programmes.

86. | The Council appreciated the efforts of the ECO Secretariat for strengthening
cooperation with the Regional/International Organizations to seek their expertise
and financial assistance for the progress of mandated projects of ECO and further
encouraged the Secretariat to continue efforts in this regard.

C. Sector: ENERGY, MINERALS AND ENVIRONMENT

1. - | The Council underscored the importance of promoting regional energy and
environment cooperation, unfolding ECO's huge potential in the relevant fields
and advancing their agendas in line with the ECO Vision 2025.
2. The Council while taking into account the existing policies/strategies set to
enhance energy and environment cooperation in ECO Region, highly emphasized
the need in streamlining energy and environment agendas in the context of ECO
Vision 2025 with its Implementation Framework, UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
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9.

Republic of Tajikistan will communicate to the Secretariat the date, venue and
hospitality details for hosting of the 2nd Experts Meeting on "Establishment of the
ECO Regional Electricity Market" (ECO REM) in 2018.

10.

The Secretariat will host the 3 Iran-Turkey Bilateral Meeting on ECO Regional
Electricity Market (ECO-REM) in the first half of 2018 in Tehran with a view to
advance ECO-REM as one of the most promising ECO initiatives in its energy
portfolio and to continue regular dialogue within existing framework.

11.

The concerned authorities of Turkey will expedite providing the Secretariat with
their views/comments on ToR for hiring international and local consultants for
preparation of a Feasibility Study on ECO REM at the earliest, preferably prior to
the 3td Iran-Turkey Bilateral Meeting on ECO-REM in the first half of 2018 at the
ECO Secretariat.

12.

The ECO Secretariat in cooperation with Iran and Turkey will explore the
possibilities of funding Terms of Reference (ToR) for hiring international and
local consultants for preparation of a Feasibility Study on ECO REM for
harmonizing and merging the electricity markets of Iran and Turkey with
possibility of providing equal seed financing by mentioned Member States and
ECO Secretariat from ECO Feasibility and General Purpose Fund (FGPF). The
Secretariat may also involve relevant financial/ development agencies for raising
additional funding. The scope of the project will be extended to other interested
Member States in future.

13.

The Secretariat will continue its cooperation with the International Energy
Charter (IEC) Secretariat in the areas of mutual interest, notably in
implementation of ECO REM, in the context of reciprocal observer status and
organizing sideline meetings on the margins of important events for raising
visibility of the organization and for garnering support from international
organizations.

14.

The concerned authorities of Islamic Republic of Pakistan will confirm its position
by end of January 2018 for holding of the 4t Meeting of ECO Experts Group on
Renewable Energy Sources (RES) and the 6t Workshop on RES to be held back-
to-back in February/beginning of March 2018 in Islamabad [preceded by 4t* HLEG
Meeting on Energy], to ensure proper follow up of the decisions of previous
meetings/workshops and to discuss the promoting of renewable agendas in line
with ECO Vision 2025. Republic of Azerbaijan will also consider hosting these
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PROGRAMMES /ACTIVITIES

ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN

21.

The Member States (except Pakistan and Kyrgyzstan) will convey the Secretariat
their views and comments on the draft Roadmap for Establishment of the ECO
Energy Consortium through official channels in 2018 with a view to following up
implementation of the key outcomes of 1t Meeting of ECO Public and Private
Sector Energy/Petrochemical Consortium/Companies (16-17 August 2016,
Tehran).

The Secretariat will elaborate the modalities/concept paper for establishment of a
Trust Fund for financing the high priority ECO regional energy projects and
circulate it among the Member States well before the 4th Ministerial Meeting on
Energy/Petroleum for their consideration.

The Islamic Republic of Iran will provide the Secretariat with exact date, venue
and hospitality details for hosting the 1% Meeting on Establishment of Refinery
Association in the ECO Region to be held in 2018. The relevant Institutions of the
Member States are expected to participate in this Meeting,, which will discuss the
Draft Project Profile on Establishment of Refinery Association in ECO Region,
prepared by the National Iranian Oil Refining and Distribution Company
(NIORDC) and already circulated among Member States.

24.

The Oil and Gas International Training Center (OGITC) of the Islamic Republic of
Iran will organize oil and gas training courses for the ECO Countries in 2018. The
Member States are encouraged to participate in those Training Courses.

25.

Islamic Republic of Iran will organize the 1t ECO Working Group Meeting on
Joint Investment for Construction of Renewable Energy Power Plants/Projects in
2018. Realization of these joint activities is sought to facilitate intra and inter-
regional trade in ECO Region and complement the ECO-REM initiative.

26.

The Islamic Republic of Afghanistan informed the Council that it has provided
facilities for foreign investors in the field of energy; power generation,
transmission, distribution, renewable sources and hydropower sector’s
development.

27.

The Secretariat will invite the representatives from Member States, Regional and
International Organizations, attending the ECO Meetings at the Secretariat to
visit On-Grid Solar Power Plant installed at its premises to showcase ECO'’s
advocacy in promoting renewables/energy efficiency. This On-Grid Solar Power
Plant was generously funded by the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
and implemented by Iran Power Generation, Transmission and Distribution

30



It

pi€ 9} JO BunSOY 18IS JOqUISJA I99JUN[OA B WM dn MO[[OF [[IM JELIEISIRS YL,

€

"AjoAn)dadsail ‘eiseinyg
pue eURMpUON) Usamidq 339 3[iqour jo depy 1sepoxds (af) pue worday ODH
jo depy orualoqresajn pue sadA 1, usodaq [essuty jo uoneredar (1) ‘uorday ODA
ay jo dey (JOF-ODH) Xapu] Aend) [@uauruonaug-QDF Sunedaiq (1) ‘uorday
00F oy jo depy (S4qoen-0Dg) ssens [@snrD Aep-jussard pue dnmeudposs
(1) :spesodoxd 109loxd jo sradeq 3dsduo) ay U0 SJUIWWIOD /SMIIA IIBY} PIM
jereianag ayy Surpraocid aypadxe m (uespple] 1daoxs) seyelg IaquIsN YL,

e

“(urer] “zLIqe ], ‘910T 1990100 8I-1) Bunasy dnoro
syradxyg s[ereuTN OO w9 JO SUOISDAP dwoNNo 3y jo ssadoxd uonejusuwma[dur
dn mofoy 0} g1z w Sunssy dnoioy suadxg spereurN ODH w/ W 3unsoy
jo Ayiqssod ayj ayelg JaqUIS\ Isajunjoa e \m dn Mo[[o] [[Im JeLIeIaIdag Sy,

1€

S[eIUIIA

nyegq ur ¢zoz odxq dunsoy uo uelteqrozy
jo onqnday oy jo aapjenmu 3y pajloddns pue pawodem [PUNO) 3
‘S[ymuedy £10Z odxg ays Jo siseq a3 uo umsyyezey] ur agua)) 43o[ouyda],
U9aIn) [eUOHEWIBU] 3 JO JUdWYSIqeisd se [Pm se ‘ A3puyg ammng,
awayy 3y} sopun (euesy ‘4107 1quaideg of 03 aunf 1) 10T odxy uonIqryxy
pazierads [euoneursju] Ayl jo sewodno Ay pajewaidde [puno) YL

0€

“(vA]) Aoueldy A31auy feuoneusu] pue (OQIN/) uoneznrediQ juswdoPaa(q
[ergsnpuy suoneN payup ‘(OYVVYS) uoneradoo) euorday I0j UOREDOSSY
ueisy ynos (qrdo) juswdopasq [euoneuru] Ioj pung DFJIO ‘(DHJO)
sstquno)) Suniodxg wmaonag jo uopeziuedi “eueipannag (DF[) IenreyD
A3xauyg Teuoneusauy (YNFYI) 4ouady A31suqg sjqemausy reuoneurau] (gal
-ODH) ueg juswdoasg pue apeil ODH ‘(4dI) ued juswdo[aas( drurels|
ayy ‘o} payruay| jou nq ‘Suipnpur ‘spoalord A31vus sy 10§ 3roddns Tenueuly
pue [edRIYI3} urelqo 03 suonezme3io [eqo[3 pue [EUOI3aX JUBAI[RI A YHM
uoneurpIood pue uonerddood padurYUL SJI ANURUOD [[IM JeLIe}aIag ODH YL

60

"SWISTURYJIUI YDeqpadj pue Jur.rodar
9} Se [[9M Se ‘UONeurpIo0d dURYUI 0] J9PIo Ul sp[ary A31aua Jueas[ar ur (SJIN)
SJUIO] [ed04 [euone) JBY) Jjeurwou/ajepdn Afren3dar [[Im sajelg ToqUIBIN YT,

8¢

‘Auedwo)
A310ug peeg Iejog se [[am se ‘uerya] jo Auedwo) uonnqrnsig 1LMoJ ‘(YNNS)
uel] jo uoneznredi A31aug sjqemsudy (YINVAVI) Auedwo) jusuradeuepy

[ NE)IVL 34 OLSNOLLOV |

SHLLIALLDV/ STNIANVIOO0Ud

_ # ydeiSereg _




Paragraph # _

PROGRAMMES /ACTIVITIES

| ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN |

Meeting of ECO iieads of Surveying and Mapping Organizations in 2018 with a
view to implement the outcomes of the previous Meetings.

34.

The National Cartographic Center of the Islamic Republic of Iran will host the 2nd
ECO Geomatics Committee Meeting in the 374 quarter of the 2018, to follow up
the implementation phase of the decisions of the 1% Meeting of ECO Geomatics
Committee (20-21 October 2015, Tehran). The next Secretary of the Geomatics
Committee will be nominated by the host country of the 2rd ECO Geomatics
Committee Meeting.

35.

ECO Secretariat and the Geological Survey of Iran (GSI)-the Project Manager,
which successfully completed the ECO-SHARP project, will continue their
regular contacts for necessary coordination and supervision of upgrading the
Project. The Member States will provide their overall necessary feedbacks on final
report of "ECO-SHARP Project: Seismic Hazard Assessment of ECO Member
States". ECO Secretariat and Project Manager will arrange operational portal
linkages in ECO Secretariat's and GSI's websites simultaneously reflecting
Reports/Maps of the ECO-SHARP.

36.

The Secretariat will follow up with a volunteer Member State for hosting the next
similar Workshop on "Ferrous and Base Metal Mineral Processing” in 2018 with a
view to maintaining the momentum generated in the previous events.

37.

The Member States will cooperate with ECO Secretariat in implementation of the
recommendations of the 2d ECO Capacity Building Training Course on
Unification of Height Datums, focused on Gravity Potential Approach (22-27 July
2017, Tehran).

38.

The Secretariat will follow up with a volunteer Member State for hosting the 34
ECO Geomatics Committee Training Course on Unification of Height Datums in
2018 with a view to keeping up the momentum of the capacity building activities
in geomatics and the related areas, including Spatial Data Infrastructure;
Scientific GNSS Data Processing; Local Geodetic Datum; Regional Deformation
Study of the Earth; Orthophoto Generation; Cadastral, Cartographic Maps and
Atlas Production, as reflected in the Calendar of Events.

39.

The Member States will regularly update/nominate their National Focal Points
(NFPs) in relevant minerals fields in order to enhance coordination, as well as the
reporting and feedback mechanisms.
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Plan on Biodiversity in ECO Region (2016-2020).

46.

The Secretariat will seek UNCBD's technical support and assistance in
organizing capacity building workshops for the ECO Member States and fund
raising for ECO projects, including implementation of the ECO Work Plan on
Biodiversity in ECO Region (2016-2020).

47.

The Republic of Turkey will communicate the Secretariat with exact date, venue
and hospitality details for hosing the 3@ ECO Pre-COP Meeting of the
Convention on Biological Diversity back to back with the Meeting on Sustainable
Pastoralism, to be held before October 2018.

48.

The Secretariat and the Member States will pursue the active implementation of
the key outcome recommendations of the First Workshop for Capacity Building
and Sharing Best Practices on Biodiversity (1-2 March 2016, Antalya, Turkey). The
Secretariat will follow up with the interested Member State for hosting the similar
Second Workshop in 2018.

49.

The Republic of Turkey will communicate to the Secretariat the exact date, venue
and hospitality details for hosing the Experts Meeting on Access and Benefit
Sharing (ABS) in 2019.

50.

The Secretariat will coordinate with co-hosts - Turkey/Turkish Cypriot State -
providing the Secretariat with exact date and hospitality details for hosting the (1)
Workshop on Protected Areas Systems and (2) Workshop on Ecosystem Services
in the course of 2018. The Council took note of the position of the Islamic
Republic of Iran made in the Extraordinary Meeting of the Council of Ministers
(COM) in 2015 at New York.

51.

The ECO Secretariat will coordinate with the Islamic Republic of Pakistan for
holding of the 2nd Experts Meeting on Climate Change and Biodiversity in 2018.

52.

The Islamic Republic of Iran will communicate to the Secretariat exact date, venue
and hospitality details for hosting of the Experts Meeting on Conservation of
Fauna and Flora in the ECO Region in 2018.

53.

The Islamic Republic of Iran will communicate to the Secretariat exact date, venue
and hospitality details for hosting of the Meeting on Green Economy with
emphasis on the Role of Women and Sustainable Livelihood in the ECO Region
in 2018 back to back with the Workshop for the Optimal ECO Regional Approach
to Green Economy in the context of outcome document of Rio+20 in 2018 with the
cooperation of ECO-IEST.
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with the signed Contract.

60.

The Member States will regularly update/nominate their National Focal Points
(NFPs) in relevant fields of environment, including climate change,
biodiversity, forests, desertification, etc. in order to enhance coordination, as
well as the reporting and feedback mechanisms.

61.

The Member States will provide the Secretariat with their National Progress
Reports (NPRs) on Environment for 2016 (except Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran,
Kyrgyzstan, and Turkey) and 2017. The Member States will accelerate
submitting their NPRs to the Secretariat in the first quarter of each calendar
year.

62.

The Member States (excluding Kyrgyz Republic and Turkey) will expedite
providing the Secretariat with their National Adaptation Programmes in line
with recommendation of the 6t ECO Working Group Meeting on Environment
(1-2 June 2016, Islamabad, Pakistan) with regards to establishment of Ad Hoc
Group/Task Force to formulate and develop the ECO Regional Adaptation
Programme (ERAP). After receiving requisite feedbacks from the Member
States, the Secretariat and ECO-IEST will prepare the draft TOR for developing
ERAP.

63.

The Secretariat will continue to pursue the implementation of recommendation
of the 6t ECO Working Group Meeting on Environment (1-2 June 2016,
Islamabad), regarding establishment of partnership frameworks with regional
organizations working on environment and climate change issues, among
others, the South Asian Cooperative Environment Programme (SACEP),
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Organization of the Black Sea
Economic Cooperation (BSEC), and Association for South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN).

The Member States may consider the recommendations of the Feasibility Study
on “Development and Harmonization of Environmental Standards in ECO
Region” in their national and regional programmes, which has already been
completed by the Deparitment of Environment of Iran.

65.

The Secretariat has already allocated 50,000 USD through the CPR for
preparation of a regional program for implementation of the Framework Plan
of Action on Environment Cooperation and Global Warming for ECO Member
States (2016-2020). The Member States, except Islamic Republic of Iran who has
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6th ECO Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture, preceded by the Senior Officials
Meeting (SOM) in the first quarter of 2018. The Islamic Republic of Pakistan
confirmed that the exact date will be communicated shortly.

The Council thanked the ECO Regional Coordination Centre (ECO-RCC) for
preparing the “Working Principles of the ECO-RCC for Implementation of the
ECO-RPFS”, which has already been finalized and approved during the 2nd
Steering Committee Meeting of the ECO-RCC in the Republic of Turkey.

The Council requested all the Member States to send at least one project idea
which its budget should not exceed 200.000 US $ for national projects and
1.000.000 US $ for multi-country or regional projects not later than February 2018.
Projects ideas shall be evaluated under FAO-Turkey Partnership Programme 274
Phase (FTPP 2) as decided during the 2nd Meeting of the Programme Steering
Committee.

The Council requested the Member States to send their ECO-RCC Programme
Steering Committee Member to nominate and inform ECO Secretariat at the
earliest possible. The Council also requested the Member States to participate and
extend their support to the ECO-RCC's forthcoming activities.

The Council thanked the Republic of Turkey for presentation of the Report and
Bulletin regarding ECO-RCC for Implementation of the ECO Regional
Programme for Food Security (ECO-RPFS), prepared by the Ministry of Food,
Agriculture and Livestock of the Republic of Turkey.

The Council requested the Member States to actively take part in the important
events/issues, regarding ECO-RCC which will be discussed in the 34 Steering

Comumittee.

The Council while appreciating with thanks the FTPP-II Multi-country Project
Proposal on Seed Sector Development Priority Area prepared by the FAO Sub-
regional Office for Central Asia (FAO-SEC) in close cooperation with Ministry of
Food, Agriculture and Livestock of the Republic of Turkey, requested all Member
States to support and provide their contribution for finalization of the said project
and actively participate in its implementation.

The Council welcomed the offer of the Republic of Turkey to host the 34 Meeting
of the Programme Steering Committee of the ECO-RCC for Implementation of
the ECO Regional Programme for Food Security (ECO-RPES) in Turkey in 2018.
The Council requested the Steering Committee to consider the revision of the
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Council requested ECOSA to organize the training courses on seed industry for
ECO Member States.

17.

The Council thanked the Islamic Republic of Pakistan for organizing the 2nd
Working Group Meeting on the Establishment of the ECO Center of Excellence
for Efficient Utilization of Water for Agriculture (ECO-CEEWUA) on July 25-26,
2016 in Islamabad, Pakistan. The Council welcomed the amendment of the Draft
Plan of Action and Draft Statute for establishment of the ECO-CEEWUA, which
were circulated to Member States for their views/comments for finalization. The
Council while thanking Islamic Republic of Iran, Islamic Republic of Pakistan and
Republic of Turkey for submitting their views/comments on the Draft Statute for
establishment of the ECO-CEEWUA requested other Member States to do so. The
Council also thanked Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Islamic Republic of Iran
and Islamic Republic of Pakistan for providing information with regard water
issue in their countries, requested other Member States to do so.

18.

The Council thanked and welcomed the offer of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
for hosting the 3rd Working Group Meeting on the Establishment of the ECO-
CEEWUA on 27-28 February, 2018. The Council requested to nominate national
focal points/institutions for expediting the process of Establishment of the
Centre, by the Member States. The Council requested the Secretariat to expedite
approval process of Draft Plan of Action and Draft Statute and submit it to the
Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture.

19.

The Council welcomed and thanked the offer of the Islamic Republic of Iran host
the 3rd Meeting of the ECO Heads of Meteorological Organizations in the first
quarter of 2018, in which the Draft Statute of the ECO Regional Center for Risk
Management of Natural Disasters (ECO-RCRM) to be finalized.

20.

The Council requested the Member States to introduce their national focal points
for providing data in order to enable ECO-RCRM to make more precisely
weather forecast.

21.

The Council also requested all the Member States (except Azerbaijan, Iran and
Turkey) to contribute and designate their focal points for the Working Group to
draw up Project Proposals for cooperation as per decisions made by the 2nd
Meeting of the Heads of Meteorological Organizations.

The Council appreciated the Islamic Republic of Iran for hosting the
Workshop/Training Course on Drought Monitoring and Seasonal Forecast in the
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32.

The Council appreciated the Islamic Republic of Iran for organizing the 2nd
Expert Group Meeting of the ECO-ABN, scheduled to be held on 5-7 May, 2018 in
Iran.

With the appreciation of the Islamic Republic of Iran for updating the website of
ECO-ABN (htpp://www.ecoabn.org) the Council requested the Member States
while updating the information about their national focal points, to provide the
country reports on biotechnology and related information to be uploaded to the
above mentioned website.

The Islamic Republic of Pakistan proposed establishment of Centre for Excellence
on Bio-Technology and Genomics.

35.

The Council requested the Member States to send their project proposals,
recommendations, ideas, and expectations for an efficient network to achieve its
goals in accelerating Agricultural Biotechnology in the region.

36.

The Council requested all Member States to confirm their participation in the 3rd
Regional Peste des Petits Ruminants (PPR) Meeting for ECO Region on Technical
assistance for the formulation of strategies for the control of PPR scheduled to be
held in Uzbekistan, in 2018. :

37.

The Council requested the ECO Secretariat to actively participate in the related
international conferences to be organized in 2018 and prepare the project
proposals on the events/activities for provision of financial assistance in this

regard.

38.

The Council requested Member States to voluntarily organize
regional/international buyers/sellers meetings/trade fairs on agricultural
products in 2018 in their respective countries with a view to improve intra-
regional trade.

39.

The Council noted importance of the establishment of the Islamic Organization
for food Security aimed at, among others, developing cooperation among ECO
Member States.

Industry

40.

The Council welcomed the renewed offer of the Islamic Republic of Iran to host
the 4th ECO Ministerial Meeting on Industry in 2018 and requested the latter to
inform the exact date and details of hospitality to the Secretariat by the end of
first quarter of 2018. The Council also requested the Member States to actively
participate in the Meeting. In this context the Council requested the ECO
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completion of ratification process by four Member States.

49.

The Council requested the signatory Member States and Pakistan to nominate
their focal points for the Central Secretariat of the ECO-RISCAM.

50.

The ECO Secretariat is requested to circulate the draft of updated ECO-RISCAM
Roadmap and work programme to the Member States for the comments.

51.

The Council requested the Central Secretariat ECO-RISCAM to develop and
implement measures and projects toward promoting green industrial
development in line with ECO-Vision 2025 and contribute to the new growth
paradigm in the region with the cooperation of Member States.

52.

The Council welcomed the offer of the Republic of Azerbaijan to host 6th Meeting
on the ECO Heads of Privatization Administration and the 5th HLWG on
Privatization and Private Sector Development in 2018 and requested all the ECO
Member States to actively participate in this meeting. The Council requested the
CPR to allocate SSF for organizing the Meeting.

53.

The Council welcomed the offer of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan to host the
4th Coordination Committee Meeting on Industrial Property Rights on 7-8 March
2018 and requested all the ECO Member States to actively participate in this
meeting.

The Council appreciated the Islamic Republic of Iran for hosting a Training
Workshop on Industrial Property Rights on 21-22 February 2017 in Tehran.

55.

The Council was informed by the Secretariat that the MoU for cooperation with
WIPO is finalized and circulated to the Member States for their views. The
Council thanked the Secretariat for active follow - up of concluding the MoU
between ECO and WIPO and also requested the CPR to support the activities of
the Secretariat in this connection.

56.

The Council recommended the Member States in line with the ECO Vision 2025
to support development of green industries in the Region through national and
regional legal and administrative measures.

57.

The Council welcomed the renewed offer of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan to
host the 5th Steering Committee Meeting (SCM) on Entrepreneurship and SME
Development Meeting in 27 quarter of April 2018 and SME Conference in 2018
and requested all the interested Member States to participate in the said events.
Pakistan will provide local hospitality (accommodation, meals and Iocal
transportation) to one participant from each Member State.
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66.

The Council appreciated Islamic Republic of Iran (INIC) for updating ECO-
NANO Website and requested Member States to introduce their focal points for
activating website.

67.

The Council reiterated its request to the interested Member States to offer their
project proposals to develop and enhance the nanotechnology in the Region.

68.

The Council recommended the Member States to encourage development of
nanotechnology to contribute to the protection of environment and better
preserve natural resources.

69.

The Council requested the Member States, in particular ECONAN to organize
capacity building and training courses for the interested Member States to
publicize and build awareness on this technology.

70.

The Council requested Islamic Republic of Iran to organize workshops on
technology parks and technology transfer in line with its commitment to establish

the Technology Transfer Center.

71.

The Council appreciated the Secretariat for initiating cooperation with relevant
international organizations, development agencies and financial institutions
including (but not limited to) UNCTAD, UNIDO, JICA, KOICA, WIPO, TIKA,
ISO, DEVCO for the purpose of regional development and encouraged it to do so
with other international and regional organizations, institutions and agencies.

72.

The Islamic Republic of Pakistan requested the Secretariat to approach the
UNIDO for implementation of the two Projects on Sector Value Chain
Development and Digital Information Exchange Network (IDENE).

Tourism

73.

The Council requested Republic of Kazakhstan to consider hosting the 3rd
Meeting of the ECO Tourism Ministers and the 5th HLEG Meeting on Tourism in

2018.

74.

The Council acknowledged the importance of early preparation of the ECO
Tourism Strategy and requested the Member States to host the First Working
Group Meeting on ECO Tourism Strategy as soon as possible. The Council also
encouraged the Secretariat to consider seeking technical assistance from relevant
international organizations ie. UNWTO,. UNIDO, UNESCO, UNEP in this
connection. The Council requested the Islamic Republic of Iran to consider
hosting above said meeting.

75.

The Council reiterated its request to the Member States, except Republic of
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on tourism to strengthen cooperation among the national private sector
associations/forums/federations with the purpose of sustainable tourism
promotion and propose its study to the 3rdECO Ministerial Meeting on Tourism.

85.

The Council requested the Member States to form a contact group on the
sidelines of Silk Road related meetings, conferences and events to effectively
pursue the collective interests of ECO Region and enhance the role of ECO in
such arenas.

86.

The Council requested the ECO Secretariat to participate in Silk Road related
meetings, conferences and events and coordinate participation of Member States
in such events within and outside the ECO Region.

87.

The Council requested the Member States (except Kyrgyz Republic) to appoint
their focal points to the ECO-Silk Road Contact Groups as soon as possible.

88.

The Council appreciated the Islamic Republic of Iran for hosting the Third
International ECO - Silk Road Food Festival and welcomed the offer of latter to
host the Fourth ECO - Silk Road Food Festival in April, 2018 in Zanjan. The
Council also requested the Islamic Republic of Iran to set up a coordination
mechanism and website for better promotion and organization of the annual
event in coordination with the Secretariat, if possible. The Council also requested
the Member States to actively participate in the Event.

89.

The Council requested the Secretariat to organize workshops on culinary tourism
and tourism business development on the sidelines of the ECO - SILK Road Food
Festival and approach the relevant international organizations and institutes for

this purpose.

90.

The Council welcomed the Islamic Republic of Iran convening of the 11th
International Exhibition of Tourism & Related Industry on 23-26 Jan 2018 in
Tehran and requested all the Member States to actively participate in the Event.
Detailed information of the Event is available on the website
www.ttexhibition.com.

91.

The Council requested the Member States to consider hosting tourism and
handicrafts related exhibitions for the purpose of enhancing tourism cooperation
in the Region.

The Council welcomed the offer of Islamic Republic of Iran to organize
celebrating the Nowruz Festival on 23 March 2018 in Tabriz which city is selected
by OIC as Islamic Tourism Capital in 2018. The Council also requested active
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_

Any volunteer Member State may host the future training programmes on
project management and implementation for the ECO Member States and the
ECO Secretariat staff.

ECO Special Fund for Reconstruction of Afghanistan (SFRA

The Council was briefed by the ECO Secretariat, in detail, about the ECO Special
Fund for Reconstruction of Afghanistan and the projects implemented so far.

The Council appreciated the Member States for pledging their contributions for
reconstruction of Afghanistan and welcomed the agreement of Afghanistan
and Turkey on the project of reconstruction of Dr. Rafigi Kamil Urga
Sanatorium Hospital of Kabul Medical University along with the construction
of new units which will be utilized within the scope of Turkey’s commitment
to ECO-SFRA. The Council called upon the Secretariat to coordinate and
facilitate the implementation of the project as soon as possible.

The Council took note of the proposal by the delegation of the Islamic Republic
of Afghanistan that the Conference on Reconstruction of Afghanistan be held
on the sidelines of the forthcoming COM Meeting scheduled to be held in
Dushanbe in April 2018. Moreover, the Afghan delegation also proposed
holding of Preparatory Meeting for the said Conference in the Secretariat. The
Republic of Tajikistan supported the proposal.

Economic Research

ECO Plan o
7.

f Action on Economic Research

The Council took note of the ECO Plan of Action on Economic Research as the
framework for cooperation in the area of economic research in the ECO region.
The 4% Meeting of ECO Permanent Steering Committee on Economic Research
(PSCER) was held on in December 2015 in Ankara and considered the theme topic
on “Enhancing Infrastructure in the ECO Region” as well as suggested policies for
enhancing the economic research activities in the region. The Member States were
requested to volunteer hosting the 5% Meeting of PSCER in 2016 and was
included in the Calendar of Events for 2016 and 2017 respectively.

The Council was further informed that since none of Member States volunteered
hosting the said meeting (5% Meeting) either in the year 2016 or 2017, the
Secretariat sought approval of CPR who in its Meeting (2227) accorded
concurrence for holding the event at the ECO Secretariat and be supported from
SSF and FGPF. It was further informed that the travel expenses of each delegate
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August 2016 for their views and comments. Feedback from the Member
States except for Republic of Turkey and Kyrgyz Republic is awaited.

ii.  Project Proposal from the Republic of Kazakhstan titled “Decomposition on
Input-output Table at the Regional Level" vide Note Verbale No.321 dated 16
March 2016 and the same was circulated to the ECO Member States by the
ECO Secretariats Note Verbale No.PERS/26-RPC/Projects/2016/994
dated 7 August 2016, for their views and comments. Feedback from the
Member States except for Republic of Turkey and Republic of Azerbaijan
is awaited.

The Council also welcomed the new proposal of the Islamic Republic of Iran on
“Prioritizing and harmonizing the SDGs goals, indicators, monitoring and
evaluation mechanism in the ECO Member Countries”. Detailed proposal in this
regard will be sent to the ECO Secretariat for circulation to the Member States for
their views/comments.

10.

The Council requested the Project Coordinating Countries to provide the
Secretariat with the regular updates on implementation progress of the ongoing
projects. The Council also requested ECO Member States, who have not done so,
providing their views/comments/feedback on the already circulated new project
proposals on economic research from Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan, for their early
launch and implementation. The Council further asked the Secretariat to provide
research proposals to the concerned institutions directly as well.

11.

ECO Research Centre (ERC)

The Council was briefed by the ECO Secretariat that the ECO Research Centre’s
Charter was approved by the 21st COM in 2013 to serve as the ECO economic
think tank to work out projects, economic development strategies and policies for
the region.

12.

The Council requested the Republic of Azerbaijan to expedite signing and
ratification of the Charter. The Council also requested the Member States for
signing and ratification of Centre’'s Charter for its early
functioning/ operationalization in Baku.

13.

The Council was informed by the Republic of Azerbaijan that almost all the
necessary internal procedures are completed and the Charter hopefully will be
signed and ratified soon before the forthcoming COM Meeting in Dushanbe.

14.

The Council also took note of the support by Iran, Kazakhstan, Pakistan,
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which also contains Annual Economic Report 2015 and thanked the Secretariat for
its efforts in this regard.

|

20.

The Council also requested the Member States on timely provision to ECO
Secretariat of requisite national economic and statistical data for compilation and
publication of the ECO Annual Economic Reports by the Secretariat.

21.

c) ECO Economic Think-Tanks Forum

The Council was briefed by ECO Secretariat that ECO Economic Think- Tanks
Forum organized two events in Baku and requested the Republic of Kazakhstan
to consider hosting of 31 ECO Economic Think Tanks in 2018 in coordination
with the ECO Secretariat.

(d) Three-Year Capacity Building Program on Economic Research

22,

The Council appreciated the efforts made by the ECO Secretariat for three year
Capacity Building Program on Economic Research and requested the Member
States (except Azerbaijan, Kyrgyz Republic, Pakistan and Turkey) to provide
inputs to the Secretariat for early finalization of the said programme for the
benefit of the region.

STATISTICS

(1)

ECO-FAO Country STAT Project

23.

The Council appreciated the ECO Secretariat briefing that FAO and ECO jointly
drafted a new project concept to promote advanced technologies for establishing
a data and knowledge-sharing network to strengthen natural resource and
agriculture management in the ECO region. The main goal is to establish a
regional data sharing network with at least one FENIX node in each country and
a regional hub at the ECO Secretariat. The Council took note with appreciation
positive feedback and views from Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan, Turkey and requested the remaining Member States to provide their
inputs on the new concept on CountrySTAT/FENIX System and circulated
among ECO Member States and requested ECO Secretariat and FAO to continue
their efforts for finding donor agencies for financing the projects so that the next
phase of the project is launched at the earliest.

24.

The Council took note of the project proposal by the Islamic Republic of Iran to
have cooperation with ECO Member States with regard to designing and
operating of website of ECO-FAO CountrySTAT. In this regard a project proposal
will be sent to the Secretariat for circulation to Member States for views and

54



§s

"SONSHE]S JO P[oY 93 Ul SaLQuUnod
IR0 3 0} SIUTen pue duESIsse [edruyps} Surpraoid 10§ SSLOUNOD U
JWIOS JO IBJJO S} PAWOd[PM [DUNOY) YL Ju9Ad pres aup ur uonedpnred aanoe
Iy 10§ S3TLIG IOqUISN 9y pajsenbar pue (wex) uerypy ut 107 Areniqad §7-G¢
uo ,$9QS Jo uoneyuswa[dua] ur sanss] Jurdrewy,, uo doysyrom Bururer] Teuorday
e jo Supsoy 1oy uex] jo orqndey OTuE[S] JO ISJO Y} PIWOIPM [PUNO) AL

'6C

SUIer301] SUIp[ing Ajpede)) [eonsnels 004

(a)

paisanbar osfe uno) sy,

‘8¢

eLEa09G 0D AU JO 2RI010AII( SYHA JO 19O SunmeI3or ]

jo 3sod 3y I0j jepIpuEd B JO UOREUTHOU Y} AIPAdxs 0} sIelS IqUIS
ay1 passenbar pue 110dey TeonsnEIS ODH JO WmMoA YL au ystiqnd o1 spqrssod
10U SeM 11 ‘9JeI0}3II(] SYHJ Ut JJeIs Jo 93eIoys 0} anp jeyl ou oo} [Duno) YL
-sdeur pue syrey ‘s3[qel jo f1aurea £q parroddns ‘uor3a sy Jo saLyuUNOd

JO SIOJEDTPUT JIUIOU023-0p0s urewr ay Surzdreue pue Sunuesaid ysnonp uor3ar
ay jo amord aarsueyerdwod e aa18 0} [VISODH 3P uo pjysod pue jerre}arag
oy1 Aq paysmqnd usaq aaey jodsy smp jo soumpoa sanp ‘sreak snowadxd
s U "gI0g 20uls jerreldmag Ay Aq paysyqnd pue pepidumod usaq sey joday
[eonsneis ODF 9y ‘eep [ednsnws pajepdn 3sef ay Surpraoid pue uopeuriojul
reonsgels jo juowdo[aAsp Jo wre 9y UMM Jey} PIULIOjM Sem [Duno) 3yl

saonesT|qnd reonusnels Ood

(a1)

'ISYIODA Jo Ajrreuonduny
alp 103 apqssod se Uoos se ejep [eonsnels apsmbar spracid 03 sNEIG PUISI A
pajsenba pue (1SYODF) sioredrpy] [ednsneg £y 0D 10§ wnrpuedwod pajepdn
ap jo uonendwod oy Uo jeLrElaAg ODF Y Aq pIWIOjul Sem [UMO) YL

9¢

TISI0Dd) siojearpu] [eansnels 49X OOH

(1)

'LV ISODH SUneAnIRal 10 JeLIe}31daG
ay pm uoperadood sjr soueyUR 03 [DS S SunwI[e; 1SSIIEd Y} e IDYJO
ue jo jusunuiodde oy anpadxe 01 jeLaeg ODF Ay paisenbar uMo) YL

“9JUSTUIAUOD JSIT[ILd 3 JE JeLIE}aIddS ODF
M gep [eonsnes aysmbar £oauod 03 sejelg IequIs oy pajsenbal [pUNo) YL

(LV.LSODH) J1oMI2N [eonsnels O0H

§5
(m)

|

‘Tesodoxd o Jo 3d12091 uodn SUFUOW 0M} UNIIM PIAIAUOD 3] O} SJUDUILIO0D

-

_

NAXV.L A4 OL SNOLLOV

_ SHLLIALLDV/ SHNIAVIDOUd

_ # ydeiSereg _




_ Paragraph # _

PROGRAMMES /ACTIVITIES | ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN

30.

The Council also took note of the proposal of the Islamic Republic of Iran to
provide trainers, if their travel expenses and allowances are covered by the
Secretariat.

31.

The Council took note of the request of m.ﬁ Islamic Republic of Afghanistan for
provision of technical assistance in various aspects of statistics. A formal request
will be submitted to the ECO Secretariat through diplomatic channels.

(vi)

ECO Statistical Events

32.

The Council welcomed the offer of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan to host the 4t
Meeting of the Heads of ECO National Statistic Offices (MHNSO) and 6% ECO High
Level Expert Group (HLEG) Meeting on Statistics back-to-back in second half of
2018. :

33.

The Council also welcomed the offer of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan to host
the 5th Meeting of the Heads of ECO National Statistic Offices (MHNSO) and 7t ECO
High Level Expert Group (HLEG) Meeting and details will be conveyed to the
Secretariat through diplomatic channel.

Cooperation with Regio ternational Organizations

The Council appreciated the efforts of ECO Secretariat to enhance its cooperation with
Regional and International Organizations and Research Institutions such as:
IRTLSESRIC,TEPAV, FAO, UNSD and welcomed the finalization and approval by

CPR of MoUs with SESRIC and TEPAV which will be signed soon.

F. SECTOR:

HUMAN RESOURCES & SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

1.

The Council acknowledged again the continued relevance and value of regional
cooperation on health and related areas, civil registration and disaster risk reduction
in the ECO Region in the light of continued needs and requirements of the Member
States, as well as regional and global developments, including the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030
(SFDRR) and ECO Vision 2025. It also acknowledged the importance of support from
relevant regional and international organizations for implementation of the work
programme 2018.

The Council requested the Member States and Secretariat to develop a nexus approach
to the relevant SDGs, climate, health and disaster risk reduction in their national and
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e Working closely on the issue of non-registered citizens and migrants to
decrease the risk of fraud and other negative impacts of these non-registered
individuals;

o Establishment of a task group of high level registration experts to develop
necessary frameworks for realization of regional cooperation in the above
areas;

The Council requested the ECO Secretariat to develop a project/programme for
implementation of the above agreed measures and submit it to the relevant ECO
bodies for needed decisions and financial support.

The Council called on the Secretariat to continue to enhance relations with relevant
regional/international organizations and UN bodies, including UNDP, UNFPA,
UNAIDS, UNESCAP, UNICEF and WHO for their support for the implementation of
the relevant SDGs and health cooperation at the regional levels.

The Council requested interested Member States to share with the Secretariat their
plans, if any, to extend academic scholarships in health and other related areas to the

other Member States.

10.

The Council requested the Member States and the Secretariat to implement the
outcomes of the Workshop on Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP) held on 10-11
May 2017 in Tehran.

DISASTER

RISK REDUCTION

11.

The Council requested the Member States and Secretariat to pursue a regional
integrated disaster risk reduction system/network with the ultimate aim of
preventing and reducing disaster losses in lives, and in social, economic, and
environmental assets of people of ECO Member States at all levels.

12.

The Council appreciated the Member States and Secretariat for finalizing the ECO
Regional Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (ECORFDRR) in 2nd Experts
Group Meeting on 11-12 October 2017 in Ankara, Turkey and thanked IDB,
ESCAP, UNISDR and other partners for their valuable financial and technical
contributions. The Council requested the Secretariat to present the Framework to
the 8th ECO Ministerial Conference on DRR and next Council of Ministers (COM)
meeting for approval.

13.

The Council further requested the Member States to take into account the
recommendations made by the Regional Framework and support the

implementation of the Framework.
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services/expertise of the DRR International Expert, temporary hired by the ECO
Secretariat.

19.

The Council requested the Member States to update the list of their stakeholders,
including local communities, non-governmental organizations and private
enterprises, in order to facilitate and enhance regional cooperation on DRR.

The Council requested the interested Member States to propose holding
events,/ conferences/seminars/workshops on disaster risk reduction and related
issues in 2018.

21.

The Council requested the Member States to regularly submit information on
their activiies on Disaster Risk Reduction and related regulations to the
Secretariat for further circulation among the other Member States in order to
disseminate the information and increase public awareness on DRR importance.

G. SECTOR: DRUGS AND ORGANIZED CRIME COORDINATION UNIT (DOCCU)

1.

The Council recognized again the importance of the regional cooperation
against drugs and organized crimes in the ECO Region. The Council
underlined the continued relevance and need of such cooperation for the
economic growth and sustainable development in the Member States and the
Region as a whole, hence the need for maximized efforts by the ECO
Secretariat and the Member States to achieve desirable results. It was further
emphasized that effective regional institutional arrangements in the fields of
police and law enforcement, judicial and anti-corruption cooperation as well as
capacity building and training programmes would greatly help achieve desired
results in prevention of such illegitimate activities in the ECO Region. In this
regard, technical and financial support may be sought from relevant regional
and international pariners to make the ECO agenda a success.

o)

The Council reiterated the importance of ECOPOL for the Region and recalled
that the Statute is expected to be finalized by the upcoming 4t ECO Interior
Ministers Meeting/2nd Meeting of the ECO Chiefs of Police. Accordingly, the
Council requested the Secretariat to make necessary preparations, including
the circulation of the latest version of the draft Statute among Member States.
The Council further requested the interested Member States to designate the
liaison officers for facilitation of coordination.

The Council welcomed the outcome of the 37 Meeting of Heads of Anti-
Corruption and Ombudsmen of ECO Member States held in Baku and
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date of the planned training course/workshop. Any changes in the time and
venue of the planned event shall be conveyed to the Member States latest by 10
working days prior to the scheduled date.

The Council requested the Member States, which have not done so, to convey
the list of their national training institutions and facilities as well as the
professional trainers in the fields of drugs and organized crimes enabling the
Secretariat to complete DOCCU Roster to be utilized while organizing capacity
building and training events for the Member States.

10.

The Anti-narcotics Force Academy of Pakistan and the Directorate General of
Training and Research (Customs) Karachi, Pakistan expressed their readiness
to offer relevant trainings for ECO Member States. The host authorities will
cover the training expenditure, technical support and local transfer.- The
information on the available courses in 2018 will be conveyed to the ECO-
DOCCU in due course.

11.

The Police University of the Islamic Republic of Iran expressed its readiness to
continue organizing training courses for ECO Member States. The training
costs excluding the airfare tickets will be covered by the host country. The
information on the available courses in 2018 will be submitted in due course.

12.

The Council highlighted the importance of the availability of comprehensive
package of drugs detoxification, treatment and rehabilitation services for
effective combating the illegal drugs. Pakistan informed the Council of
adequate and sustainable capacity in its Ministry of Narcotics Control/Anti
Narcotics Force in this regard. The Council also agreed that the upcoming
workshop on drug demand reduction may address the health perspective of
combating narcotic drugs through exchange of information and best practices
among the participants. Ministry of Narcotics Control/Anti Narcotics Force of
Pakistan will consider hosting this workshop in 2018 and will inform the ECO
Secretariat, accordingly.

13.

Given the importance of timely exchange of information/statistics among the
Member States on activities in the areas of drugs supply, demand and
trafficking, the Council requested the Member States for timely submission of
relevant statistics/data to the ECO-DOCCU for- dissemination among the
Member States, and for periodic publication of the “Drug Situation in the ECO

Region”.
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Meeting of the ECOSF Board of Trustees in 2018. Iran has been an active member
state on the platform of the ECOSF.

The Council appreciated the efforts of the ECOSF to hold regular consultations
with the Ambassadors of the Member States based in Islamabad to discuss issues
of importance.

23.

The Council appreciated the allotment of dedicated office premises to the ECOSF
by Pakistan in the Ministry of Science and Technology’s building, Islamabad.

ECO Educational Institute

24.

The Council, on the intervention of the Republic of Turkey, agreed to reflect the
issues of the Educational Institute in the Report of the Committee on Affiliated
Bodies.

25.

Commending the Republic of Turkey for hosting the 2nd BoT meeting of the
ECOEI on 26th July, 2017, in Istanbul, the Council welcomed the election of
Professor Mehmet Akif Kirecci as the President of the Institute and approval of
the Scale of Assessment, the Annual Budget, the Road Map and the Action Plan
of the ECOEI by the said BoT Meeting.

The Council called upon the Member States to actively participate in the activities
of the Institute and underlined the importance of continuous support for
Educational Institute’s future endeavors.

27.

The Council appreciated the Republic of Turkey for allocating premises with the
required equipments for the headquarters of ECOEI in Ankara.

28.

The Council requested the relevant authorities of the Member States to designate
their focal points for the ECOEI and communicate them to the Institute at their

earliest convenience.

29.

The Council acknowledged the importance of ECO cooperation in the field of
education and welcomed the planned activities of the Institute on developing and
advancing learning/teaching languages, history, literature and cultural heritage
in ECO member-states, and establishing a web platform for common ground for
educational institutions to share the best practices.

ECO Consultancy & Engineering Company (ECO-CEC)

30.

The Council requested the Member States to support ECO-CEC in becoming an
active regional institution of ECO. The Council also asked the Member States and
the Secretariat to utilize the expertise of the ECO-CEC in providing consultancy
services for projects having regional character.
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_ Paragraph # _

PROGRAMMES /ACTIVITIES

| ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN

(-]

Parliamentary Assembly of the ECO Countries (PAECO)

38.

The Council took note of the fact that the PAECO is still not operational as so far
only three countries, Iran, Pakistan, and Turkey have completed the internal legal
formalities and informed the Secretariat, whereas to become operational, four
member states must complete internal formalities and inform the Secretariat.

G

The Council recalled that the Inaugural Ceremony and First Conference of the
PAECO was held in Islamabad in 2013 where leaders of the 6 ECO States signed
the Charter of the PAECO. Therefore, the Council requested Afghanistan,
Azerbaijan, and Tajikistan to expedite the ratification process and update the
ECO Secretariat, so that the PAECO can come into force.

40.

The Council appreciated Pakistan for its offer to host the second PAECO
conference in 2018; as soon as it comes into force after the ratification of four

signatory states of the PAECO Charter.

41.

(ii) ECO’s External Relations

The Council encouraged the Secretariat to take further steps in accordance with
the Treaty of Izmir and the relevant decisions reached at different fora to
strengthen the existing cooperation with the regional and international partners,
including those within the UN system. The Council also requested the Member
States to support the Secretariat in its efforts in this regard.

42.

The Council pointed out that the MoUs signed between ECO and international
organizations should be effectively operationalized and implemented in order to
generate maximum benefit. The Council also requested the Secretariat that in
signing the new MoUs with the potential partners, consideration should be given
to the need for an agreed work programme to implement the MoU.

43.

The Council requested the Member States to send instructions to their Permanent
Missions based in New York, Vienna, Geneva, Rome, Bangkok, Nairobi and
Jeddah to actively participate in the consultations/meetings of the ECO Contact
Groups at these places. The Permanent Missions may be encouraged to play
active roles within the framework of the ECO Contact Groups for enlisting
support of the UN specialized agencies and other organizations for ECO’s
activities and programmes in various key sectors.

The Council requested the Member States to share substantive proposals for
promoting ECO’s cooperative relationship with the United Nations and its
specialized agencies, funds and programmes.

68



69

HRRRRRK LK

"ODH 23 03 UeIya], ut siopessequry NVHSV 343 Jo
uonepamoe d[qissod yInonp Surpnput ‘NVASY pue QDH Usamixq uoneradood
peduEyuUa JU} IOj SIIMSEIUI AIESSI0aU 9y O} JELIEIADAG JY} Pademodud

ﬂ

[PUNo) A ‘NVESY YHIM UORJBISjuL soueyus pue doRASp 03 34R23(q0 atp M | "9
"UOnRIOE[[0d YonSs sunfeliopun
I0j JPLE}PIN9G O} 0} UORJAIp Ordsjens 3Sulald I9pISUCD O} $3j¥IS IAqUIBIN
oy} payse osfe pue smulied [EUCHEUISIUl puE [EUOLIAI S HIM uoneradood
paseq-josford sjoword pue doasp 0} jeLIEDAG Ayl pademodue [PUNO) YL | h
NDIV1 39 OL SNOLLDV | SHILIALLOV/ STNINVIOOUd | #ydeBereg |




EK-1

Y @ ]

) [ 14

J M, m\ Economic Cooperation Organization
ECO

ANNEX-IT

28th Meeting
of the Regional Planning Council (RPC)

“ECO Calendar of Events 2018”
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No. Eveni/Activity Venue Date
1 | 5th Seminar on Trading Patterns in ECO Region TBD 2018
and Accession of ECO to WTO.
2. [ 4% ECO Investment Conference TBD 2018
No. Event/Activity - Venue Date
1. | Meetings of ECO Trade and Development Bank Turkey 2018
(ECO-TDB)/ (17" BOG Meeting)
2 | 16% General Assembly, 24th Executive Committee Iran March 2018
Meeting and Specialized Committees Meetings of
ECO-C
3 | 17* General Assembly, 25t Executive Committee TBD 2018
Meeting and Specialized Committees Meetings of
ECO-CCI
Non-ECO Events
No. Event/Activity Venue Date
1. Meeting with donors to discuss the 4th Phase of TBD 2018
! UNIDO-ECO Trade Capacity Building Project
B. Sector: TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS
No. Event/ Activity Venue Date
1. |9% Ministerial Meeting on Transport/SOM Turkmenistan 2018
2. (9t /10th Meeting of Road Committee of TTCC Pakistan/ 2018/2019
Afghanistan
3. |6th /7th Meeting of the Customs Transit Committee of Pakistan/ 2018/2019
TTCC Afghanistan
4. |The 9t /10% Meeting of TTCC Pakistan/ 2018/2019
Afghanistan
5. |7% Meeting of the Insurance Commitiee of the TBD 2018
TTCC/6™ Meeting of the Council of Bureaux (ECO-
CB) of the White Card Scheme
6. 14" Meeting of the ECO Heads of Railway Tajikistan 2018
Authorities/ 8% Meeting of the Railway Committee of
the TTCC
7. | Kick off Meeting of the Member States enroute| ECO Secretariat Early January
Kazakhstan-Turkmenistan-Iran (KTI) 2018
Review Meetings of the Member States enroute
Kazakhstan-Turkmenistan-Iran (KTT) March/ April
July/ August
2018
8. | Meeting of the Heads of Railways of the Member | ECO Secretariat October/
States enroute Kazakhstan-Turkmenistan-Iran (KTI) November
c 2018
9. (10" HLWGM on Islamabad-Tehran-Istanbul Turkey 2018/2019
Container Train
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3. |2nd Experts Group Meeting on Establishment of the Dushanbe, 2018
ECO Regional Electricity Market Tajikistan
4. |3 Iran-Turkey Bilateral Meeting on Establishment of | ECO Secretariat | 1% half of 2018
the ECO Regional Electricity Market
5. 4th Meeting of ECO Experts Group on Renewable Pakistan 2018
Energy Sources
6. 1st ECO Working Group Meeting on Joint Investment Iran 2018
for Construction of Renewable Energy Power
Plants/Projects
7. 2rd Meeting of ECO Public and Private Sector TBD 2018
Energy/Petrochemical Consortium/Companies
8. 1st Meeting of Establishment of ECO Refinery Iran 2018
Association
9. 7th ECO Minerals Experts Group Meeting TBD 2018
10. | 3 Meeting of ECO Heads of Surveying and Mapping TBD 2018
Organizations
11. | 2rd Meeting of ECO Geomatics Commitee Tehran, Iran 3rd quarter of
2018
12. |6t ECO Ministerinl Meeting on Environment, TBD 2018
preceded by Senior Officials Meeting
13. [ High-Level Consultative Meeting on Environment on Poland December 2018
the sidelines of the 24t COP of UNFCCC
14. | 7th Working Group Meeting on Environment TBD 2018
15. | 4% Experts Group Meeting on Biodiversity Kyrgyz Republic 2018
16. (3 ECO Pre-COP Meeting of the Convention on Turkey Tbd
Biological Diversity
17. | Meeting on Sustainable Pastoralism Turkey 2018
18. |Meeting on Green Economy with emphasis on the Iran
Role of Women and Sustainable Livelihood in the 2018
ECO Region
19. [2nd Experts Meeting on Climate Change and Pakistan 2018
Biodiversity _
20. | ABS (Access and Benefit Sharing) Experts Meeting Turkey 2019
21. | Experts Meeting on Conservation of Fauna and Flora Iran 2018
in the ECO Region
22. |Experts Meeting on Clearing House Mechanism TBD 2018
(CHM) on Biodiversity
23. | ECO-UNEP Dialogue on SDGs TBD 2018
Conferences/Seminars/Workshops/Training Courses
No Eveni/Activity Venue Date
24, | 6t Workshop on Renewable Energy Sources Pakistan 2018
25. |ECO-UNIDO Regional Workshop on the | ECO Secretariat, 2018
establishment of the Clean Energy Centre Tehran
26. | Training Courses to be conducted by the OGITC in oil Iran 2018
and gas sectors
27. |4% Workshop on Ferrous & Base Metal Mineral TBD 2018
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Regional Coordination Centre (ECO-RCC) for
Implementation of the ECO-RPFS

3. 2nd Workshop on Enhancing Food Security in the Turkey 2018
ECO Region.

4. 7th ECO Seed Association (ECOSA) and International Pakistan 2018
Trade Conference.

5. Workshop on the "Field Control" Baku, 2018

Azerbaijan

6. Workshop on the Plant Variety Protection (PVP) Tehran, Iran 2018

7. Workshop on Seed Testing Pakistan 2018

8. Workshop on Food Security Tajikistan 2018

9. 3 Working Group Meeting/Workshop on the Status |  Islamabad, 27-28 February
for establishment of the ECO-CEEWUA Pakistan 2018

10. |2 International Training Course on Basic of | Ankara, Turkey | February 2018
Calibration

11. |3~ Meeting of the ECO Heads of Meteorological | Mashhad, Iran | First quarter of
Organizations 2018

12. | 3 ECO-RCRM Workshop on "Draught Monitoring | Mashhad, , Iran |  First quarter of
and Seasonal Forcast " 2018

13. | 3rd Regional PPR Roadmap Meeting for ECO Region Uzbekistan 2018

14. [3d Meeting of the Heads of ECO Veterinary | Tehran, Iran April 2018
Organizations and 1¢t technical Steering Commettee
for early establishment/operationalization of ECO-
VECO

15. |1t Technical Steering Committee for early| Tehran,Iran April 2018
establishment/ operationalization of the ECO-VECO

16. | Workshop on Management of Foot and Mouth | Tehran, Iran April 2018
Disease (FMD)

17. |Training Workshop on Central Veterinary | Tehran,lran April 2018
Laboratories (CVL)

18. | 2nd Expert Group Meeting (EGM) on Establishment of |  Karaj, Iran 5-7 May 2018
ECO Agricultural Biotechnology Network (ECO-
ABN)

19. | Bilateral Meetings with IDB regarding the RPFS | Jeddah/Tehran TBD
Projects

Non-ECO Events

No. Event/Activity Venue Date

1. FAO Regional Conference for Europe and Central | Voronezh, Russia May 2018
Asia

2 FAO Regional Conference for Near East and North Rome, Italy April 2018
Africa

3. PPR GEP Advisory Committee Meeting Paris, France June 2018

4, High Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and TBD 2018
Nutrition

5. 8th Agricultural Ministers’ Meeting of OIC Istanbul, Turkey 2018

6. Food Security related regional and international TBD 2018

events ie. FAO, OIE, OIC, IDB and D8-Organization
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5. | Working Group for preparation of ECO Tourism TBD 2018
Development Strategy
6. | Meeting with UNIDO on bilateral cooperation Vienna 2018
7. | The 4th Experts Group Meeting on Ecotourism Nicosia 2017/2018
8. | The 5th Experts Group Meeting on Ecotourism Tajikistan 2018
9. | ECO-NGO and Tourism Agencies Meeting TBD 2018
10. | Nowruz Festival Ceremony Tabriz Iran 23 March 2018
Conferences/Seminarg/Workshops/Training Courses
No. Event/Activity Venue Date
1. | Workshop on Health Tourism TBD 2018
2. | Workshop on Rural Tourism TBD 2018
3. | Workshop on Culinary Tourism TBD 2018
4. | Workshop on Tourism Business Development TBD 2018
5. | 2nd Confobition (conference + exhibition) on Health Iran 23-26 January
Tourism 2018
6. |11% International Exhibition on Tourism and Tehran, Iran 23-26 January
Related Industry 2018
Non-ECO Events
No. Eveni/Activity Venue Date
1. | TOURAVEL '18/1V. International Tourism, Travel TBD 2018
and Leisure Conference
2. | Conference on Health Tourism of Islamic Countries Iran 2018
3. | 20* International Conference on Halal Tourismand | Prague, Czech | 24-25 May 2018
Islamic Tourism Republic
4. | International Meetings on Silk Road Tourism TBD 2018
5. | ACD Ministerial Meeting on Tourism Bangladesh 2018
6. |Sth Tourism Investment and Business Forum for | Madrid, Spain 18 January 2018
Africa
E. SECTOR: PROJECTS, ECONOMIC RESEARCH & STATISTICS
ECO Evenis
No. Event/Activity Venue Date
4t Meeting of the Heads of ECO National Statistical c d
105 Pt (MEINSO) . Pakistan 2nd half of 2018
> 6th mnm.u I_mr Level Expert Group Meeting (HLEG) Pakistan 2nd half of 2018
on Statistics
3 5th membm. of ECO Permanent Steering Committee Iran 2018
for Economic Research
4 | 4hMeeting of ECO Economic Journal Editorial Board Iran 2018
5th Meeting of the Heads of ECO National Statistical "
> | Offices (MHNSO) fghanisin kg
7t ECO High Level Expert Group Meeting (HLEG) ;
6 | onStatistics o S 2L
7 | 37 Forum of ECO Economic Think Tanks TBD TBD
8 Regional Training Workshop on “Project TBD TBD

Management Information System (PMIS) for ECO
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Thailand

10. | 71t World Health Assembly Geneva, 21-26 May 2018
Switzerland
Disaster Risk Reduction
11. | 8% ECO International Conference on Disaster Risk Turkey Second half of
Reduction 2018
12. | ECO Experts Group Meeting on Disaster Risk Afghanistan | 2018
Reduction and Implementation of the ECO Regional
Framework for DRR
13. | 1%t Senior Officials Meeting/ Heads Meeting for ECO Secretariat | 2018
Disaster Insurance Authorities /ECO Member
States
No. | Event/Activity Venue Date
14. | Workshop on School Safety ECO Secretariat | 2018
/ECO Member
States
15. | Workshop on "Capacity Building Program under ECO Secretariat | 2018
the Regional Framework on the DRR" /ECO Member
States
16. | Training Workshop on “Urban Renewal and ECO Secretariat | 2018
Building Resilient Infrastructure” /ECO Member
States
17. | Training Workshop on “Disaster Risk Transfer ECO Secretariat | 2018
through Insurance” /ECO Member
States
18. | Asian Disaster Preparedness Center Training Event | ECO Secretariat | 2018
for ECO Member States on Flood Disaster Risk /ECO Member
Management States
19. | Asian Disaster Preparedness Center Training Event | ECO Secretariat | 2018
for ECO Member States on Mainstreaming DRR into | /ECO Member
National Development Process States
20. | Asian Disaster Preparedness Center Training Event | ECO Secretariat | 2018
for ECO Member States on Disaster Risk /ECO Member
Communication States
21. | ECO-UNHABITAT Workshop on Urban Resilient ECO Secretariat | 2018
22. | ECO-UNHABITAT Training Workshop on ECO Secretariat | 2018
Earthquake Resistant Rural Construction
Non-ECO Evenis
No. | Event/Activity Venue Date
1. | ISDR Capacity Development Meeting Bangkok, 2018

20
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Directorate

Feb

General of 2018
5 | Training Courses on Customs-related issues (Para- |  Training and Onwards
10 of the Report) Research
(Customs)
Karachi
Training Courses on Awareness of Drugs and | Anti-narcotics
6 | Precursors Force Academy, Sep/Nov/201
Islamabad 8
Training Course on Controlled Delivery | Anti-narcotics
7 | Operations Force Academy, | Sep/Nov/2018
Islamabad
g | ECO-IACA Workshop On Anti-Corruption Vienna/ 2018
Secretariat
9 | Workshop on Cyber Crimes Tehran 2018
10 | Workshop on Forensic Services Tehran 2018
Non-ECO Events
No. Event/Activity Venue Date
1 14t Paris Pact Policy Consultative Group Vienna 2018
j Meeting
2 61 Session of the Commission on Narcotics Vienna 2018
Drugs (CND)
3 Wm_..wﬁﬁn Eq.mwwoﬁ. meetings (subject to TBD 2018
invitation)
4 ICMPD Regional/ International Meetings TBD 2018
) (subject to invitation)
H. SECTOR: ECO Specialized Agencies/Regional Institutions/Affiliated
Bodies and External Relations
i International Relations (ECO Events
No. Event/Activity Venue Date
1. 25% Informal Meeting of the ECO Coundl of New York September 2018
Ministers (COM) on the sidelines of the 73«
Session of the UN General Assembly
1. | 15" ASEAN-ECO Joint Ministerial Meeting New York September 2018
ii.  Non-ECO Events
No. Event/Activity Venue Date
1. 73 Session of the Economic and Social Bangkok Date to be
Commission for Asia and the Pacific determined
2, CICA Summit and Ministerial Meeting TBD TBD
3. OIC Summit and Ministerial Meeting TBD TBD
4. Heart of Asia/Istanbul Process Ministerial Meeting Turkey December, 2018

iii.

Events to be Organized by the Specialized Agencies/Affiliated Bodies
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10

‘The ECO Secretariat informed that after the Ist Meeting of ECO Heads of
Central Banks in Pakistan in 2007, the 2nd Meeting of ECO Heads of Central
Banks has not been held due to lack of quorum. It was informed that the
Islamic Republic ol Iran agreed to host the meeting in 2016 but quorum was
not achieved. The Islamic Republic of Iran inforined the Council that it would
like to host the meeting in 2018, subject to tlie condition that Governors or
Heads of all ECO Central Banks could attend the Meeting.

Tarkiye
Cumhuriyet
Merkez
Bankasi

2018

11-12

The Council was informed that the 2ndMeeting of Heads of ECO Tax
Administration was held in the Republic of Turkey in 2016. The Council was
informed that so far the following three draft Documents have been drafted in
the first meeting held in the Islamic Republic of Iran in 2014 in this regard:
a) The Charter for Establishment of ECO Tax Administration
Cooperation Society (ECOTAX);
b) ECO Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation in Taxation
and Related Matters; and,
c) Agreement on the Exchange of Information in Tax Maiters among
ECO Member States.
The Council called upon the Member States to volunteer hosting the 2nd
Meeting of the ECO Heads of Tax Administration in 2018 to endorse the
aforesaid three documents to be submitted to decision making organs of ECO
for approval.

Maliye
Bakanlifi

2018

14

Agreement on Promotion and Protection of Investment among ECO
Member States (APPI)

The APPI has been signed by five ECO Member States (namely, Afghanistan,
Azerbaijan, Iran, Pakistan and Turkey) and entry into force requires
ratification by four Member States. The Council called upon the Member
States, which have not already done so, to sign & ratify the APPI along with
its Amendment Protocol. )

Ekonomi
Bakanlig

2018

23

While appreciating the Islamic Republic of Pakistan for announcing the date
and the venue as 19 March, 2018 in Islamabad for the 4th ECO Trade
Promotion Organizations (ECO-TPOs) Forum, the Council called upon the
Member States to actively participate in the Forum to synergize trade
promotional activities in the region.

Ekonomi
Bakanlig

19 Mart
2018

27

The Council requested the Member States to urge their respective National
Chambers to confirm their participation in the meetings of the 24th ECO-
CCI's Executive Committee and the Specialized Committees in March, 2018
in Tehran, the Islamic Republic of Iran.

TOBB

Mart 2018

37-38

The Council requested the Republic of Turkey to take the next steps for the
establishment of the ECO Smuggling and the Customs Offences Data Bank.
The Council requested the Member States to fully cooperate with the
Republic of Turkey for early operation of this institutional mechanism aiming
to increase the Governmental revenues of the Member States.

The Republic of Turkey informed that it has already started working on the
Data Bank. A Working Group in the Turkish Customs Administration has
been established to determine the data entry fields. The Republic of Turkey
will share the draft data fields with the Contracting Parties to the Agreement
when these are ready. It will also be determined through mutual consultation
among the contracting parties as to the possibility on how far in the past the
Data Bank needs to compile data. After these aspects are clarified, the
software will be developed.

Gimrik ve
Ticaret
Bakanligi

2018
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40

The ECO Secretariat informed that the draft text of the Agreement on Mutual
Administrative Assistance in Customs Matters has been finalized in the 8th
Meeting of the CHCA. This adopted final draft text has been circulated
among the Member States for completion of formalities and internal
governmental processes. The Council requested the Member States for early
completion of their formalities and internal governmental processes. After
this, this draft Agreement will be submitted to the decision making organs of
the ECO for approval to be open for signatures.

Giimriik ve
Ticaret
Bakanlig

2018

45

The Council also underlined that the ETDB should be further supported to
strengthen its role and enhance its capacity for financing trade and
development projects of the Member States.

Hazine
Miistesarlig

2018

49

The parties to the Agreement appreciated the Republic of Turkey for
ratification of the Articles of Agreement of ECO Reinsurance Company. The
Islamic Republic of Pakistan offered to host the Ist Meeting of parties to the
Agreement in Pakistan for purpose of deciding the modalities associated with
the establishment of the ECO Reinsurance Company, preferably in last week
of December 2017 or 1st week of January 2018 and informed that for the Ist
Meeting on Reinsurance Company it will cover the cost of Economy Class
return air-ticket and local hospitality during the Meeting for one participant
from each Party.

Hazine
Miistesarligi

Ocak 2018

51

The Council requested the Member States, which have not signed or ratified
the Agreement on Simplification of Visa Procedures for Businessmen and the
Additional Protocol on Simplification of Visa Procedures for Businessmen
and Transit Drivers, to sign / ratify these legal texts.

Disisleri
Bakanlifi1

2018

53

The Council appreciated the Islamic Republic of Iran for offering to host the
First Meeting of the Heads of the Commodity Exchange of ECO Member
States on 12th May, 2018 in Tehran. The Council requested the Member
States to inform about their participation in the Meeting by 30th March, 2018
through the ECO Secretariat.

TOBB

12 Mays
2018







