
    

 

 

 

Draft Programme 

 

High-Level Conference:  

How to Make the Most Out of the EDF? 

 

3–4 October 2019 

 

Place: 

House of the Estates  

Snellmaninkatu 9–11, Helsinki 

 

 

October 3 

 
12.30 Registration 

    

13:30 Keynote Addresses  

 Antti Kaikkonen, Minister of Defence, Finland 

 Éric Trappier, President and Chairman of the Board ASD & CEO 

Dassault Aviation 

   

14.00 Panel Discussion 1: Which Priorities for the EDF? 

 

The objective of the EDF is to support investments in joint research and 

development of defence products and technologies. This will require a clear 

understanding of the priorities on which this work will be based on. Only this 

way will we be able to guarantee the optimal use of, and the best value for, the 

European money spent.  

 

We have agreed to proceed in line with CDP priorities agreed by the 

participating Member States and common defence research objectives 

identified by the Overarching Strategic Research Agenda (OSRA). Based on this, 

we need further discussion and understanding on which priorities will there be 

for the EDF? 

 

Moderator  

 Dick Zandee, Clingendael Institute 

   

Speakers 

 Jürgen Beyerer, Chairman of the Fraunhofer Group “Defence and 

Security” 

 Jorge Domecq, Chief Executive, EDA 

 Arie Jan de Waard, National Armaments Director, Netherlands  

 Atanas Zapryanov, Deputy Minister of Defence, Bulgaria 
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15.30 Coffee Break 

 

16.00 Panel Discussion 2: From Research to Development 

 

The EDF includes an integrated approach covering both research and 

development actions. The aim is to harmonise the conditions for participation, 

to create a more coherent set of instruments, and to increase the innovative, 

collaborative and economic impact, while avoiding unnecessary duplication and 

fragmentation.  

 

With this integrated approach, the Fund will contribute to a better exploitation 

of the results of defence research, covering the gap between research and 

development and taking into account the specificities of the defence sector, as 

well as promoting all forms of innovation, including disruptive technologies. The 

transition of results of research actions, already supported by the Fund, into 

the development phase may also be taken into consideration in the work 

programmes. It will be important to consider how this transition can be 

supported in an optimal way.  

 

Moderator 

 Daniel Fiott, EUISS 

 

 Speakers 

 Jan-Olof Lind, State Secretary of the Ministry of Defence, Sweden 

 Timo Pesonen, Director-General, DG GROW 

 Luisa Riccardi, Chairwoman of the EDA R&T Steering Board & Deputy 

Chief of Cabinet to the Minister of Defence, Italy 

 Further speakers TBC 

 

17.30 Reception 

Hosted by the Association of Finnish Defence and Aerospace Industries 

(AFDA). 

 

 
October 4 

 

09.30 Morning Coffee 

 

10.00 Panel Discussion 3: Focus on Artificial Intelligence 

    

AI is having an impact and is being mainstreamed into all sectors of life. The 

defence sector is no different, new and innovative applications of this 

technology will be an important trend. This challenge will make a difference in 

the field of defence technology, thus also in respect to both research and 

development activities funded by the EDF. Large-scale projects may not be 

feasible for the Member States at the national level, and we should aim at 

producing added-value which can be achieved at the EU level only. How can we 

make the most out of the possibilities offered by the EDF to address this 

important new trend?     
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Moderator  

 Ulrike Esther Franke, ECFR  

 

Speakers 

 Matti Anttila, Business Area Manager Space, SSF, Finland 

 Marco Barbina, Director of Software Engineering for Airborne and 

Space, Leonardo S.p.A, Italy 

 Emmanuel Chiva, Director, Defence Innovation Agency, France 

 Kusti Salm, National Armaments Director, Estonia 

 John-Mikal Størdal, Director General, Norwegian Defence Research 

Establishment (FFI), Norway 

 

11.30 Concluding Remarks: The Way Forward 

 Zdravko Jakop, State Secretary, Ministry of Defence, Croatia 

 

11.45 Concluding Remarks  

 Jukka Juusti, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Defence, Finland 

 


